
Dear ,as we gear up for a 
new summer season, our 
staff is excited about some 
great programs and events 
going on at the Elizabeth 
Peabody House.   
  
Selvin Chambers, EPH Ex-
ecutive Director, leads a 
new team that brings fresh 
ideas around programming 
and events that connect the 
agency with its original roots 
as a Settlement House.   
  
In response to growing 
needs of youth and families, 
our array of services is ex-
panding.  While the EPH 
mission remains focused on 
developing a continuum of 
quality early childhood edu-
cation and after school en-
richment programs our 
agency sees the opportunity 

to do more to help our com-
munity.   
  

We're excited to announce 
the opening an emergency 
food pantry in September as 
well as the creation of a new 
Teen Leadership program. 
  
Over the past 113 
years, EPH has gained  im-
mense support from volun-
teers, corporate and 

individual donors 
whose faithful commit-
ment and continued 
support of our agency 
has proven to be vital 
to the success of the 
EPH community.   
  
A commitment to EPH 
is needed now 
more than ever. 
Please help EPH con-
tinue to support these 

essential programs and re-
main committed to support-
ing youth and families.   

 

Get involved.  Share our 
stories.  Be the community. 
 
 

EPH News 

The Giving Tree Gala  
Thanks to everyone involved 
with The Giving Tree Gala at 
Fenway Park on June 4th.   
 

The sweeping panoramic 
view of the park from the 
EMC club delighted the 120 
guests who joined EPH for 
this special auction.   

The evening was filled with 
live music, great food and, 

of course, excellent auction 
items donated by supporters 
a local businesses. 
 

We  raised $27,000 to sup-
port our early education, 
after school and summer 
enrichment programs. 
 

Somerville Mayor Curtatone 
was the recipient of the 

Community Connection 
Award  for supporting inno-
vative early education pro-
grams in the Somerville 
Community. 
 

Planning has already begun 
for next yearôs Giving Tree 
Gala so please stay tuned 
for information about dates, 
and volunteer opportunities. 

Kids on the dock at Camp Gannett  
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EPH Wish List:  

Computers  

A passenger van  

Back Packs  

School Supplies  

Art Supplies  

Sports Equipment  

Board Games  

Childrenôs Books 

Storage Shelving  

Childrenôs Clothing 

Video Games  

Canned Food  

 

Please contact the EPH 
office to arrange donation 
drop off.  

Elizabeth 
Peabody 

House  

  
 



of great changes over time.  The 

most exciting change was when 

the pre-school  space was reno-

vated.  It looks beautiful with the 

new pastel paint colors!  Our 

new logo is also a 

nice new change.  

It really captures 

the diversity of 

EPH. 

Do you have any 

hobbies? Baking and walking. 

Whatôs the best part of your 

job?  I really love being able to 

help out our youth, families and 

staff. 

What is your favorite movie? 

Hoosiers. 

 

How long have you been at 

EPH? 

Iôve worked as the office man-

ager since 2002.  So, 7 years! 

 

How has EPH 

changed in the 

time youôve 

been here?  

Iôve seen a lot 

Camp Gannett opened June 
29th this year although the 
weather was a little rainy the 
kids and camp counselors were 
very happy to be on Lake Mas-
sapoag for the beginning of new 

summer memories. 

 

Each week our camp enrichment 
programming is centered around 
a different theme.  The theme is 
infused into the various activities 
children engage in throughout 
the week.  This thematic ap-
proach to programming helps 
children integrate new knowl-
edge and connect it to the real 
world.  It allows children to learn 
through exploration and stimu-

lates their inherent curiosity, and 
incorporates use of the natural 

camp setting. 

 

Camp Gannett provides an envi-
ronment where 
childrenôs 
emotional, so-
cial, physical 
and cognitive 
needs are met 
and developed 
through posi-
tive role mod-
els, and a sup-
portive envi-

ronment. 

 

Children are encouraged to 
make positive choices and en-
gage in problem solving and 

leadership building activities. 

 

Everyday kids enjoy 
camp activities that 
include swimming 
lessons, hiking and 
nature walks, danc-
ing and drama, arts 
and crafts, sports 
and fitness and 

more! 

 

 

 

  Join EPH on Facebook!   

 

Stay in the loop of what is hap-
pening at the agency.  Learn 
about upcoming events; food 
drives; fundraising and volunteer 

opportunities at the agency. 

 

Employee Spotlight: Polly Retnarajan , Office Manager  

Summer Enrichment: A Thematic Approach  

Be our friend on Facebook!  

ñI love helping our youth, 

families and staffò 

The D ial 

Row, Row, Row Your Boat!  
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Summer  2009 

memories.   

Everyone joined in for a sing a 
long who will be coming back 

this summer to 
teach new campers 
about old Camp 

Gannett traditions.  

 

Jim Campano,  

curator of the West 

End Museum in Boston received 
an award for his commitment of 

keeping a strong connection  

between the EPH and West End 

communities. 

 

If you would like to learn more 
about upcoming 1916 Club 
Alumni events please contact 
info@elizabethpeabodyhouse.org 

for updates. 

Thanks to all of the West Enders 
who made this yearôs annual 
alumni event at Camp Gannett a 

great day! 

 

Despite the rainy 
weather, these 
old and new 
friends gathered 
for a day of shar-
ing great camp 

It seems like everyone is talking 
about using sign language with 
their babies recently.  Research 
has shown that babies develop 
the gross motor skills needed for 
signing before they develop the 
fine motor skills associated with 

verbal speech.  
 

Sign language accelerates the 
acquisition of speech by stimu-
lating areas of the brain that are 
associated with speech and lan-

guage.  
 

The Infant Toddler Center is of-
fering a workshop that shows 
the advantages to using sign 
language with young children 

and infants.  

 

An  instructor 
from Sing to Me, 
Sign to Me, Jill 
Tully, will  work 
in the classroom  
with staff and 
children to de-
velop basic sign-

ing skills. 
 

On June 26th 

Curious Crea-
tures brought a 
staff of profes-
sional exhibitors 
to present the 
children with a live educational 

animal show! 

The exhibitors spent  time in 

each class-

room and 

brought 10-12 

animals with 

them including 

a baby alliga-

tor and a very 

large snake!   
 

The kids (and 

adults) 

squealed with 

excitement 

and canôt wait 

to have their 

creature friends back soon! 

table gardens that 
include tomatoes, 
squash, herbs, flow-
ers and an apple tree 
donated by Ma-
honeyôs for The Giv-

ing Tree Gala held at 
Fenway Park on June 

4th
. 

  A lot of hard 

We are very thankful to our 
friends from State Street, 
Deloitte & Touche, City Year, 
ARAMARK and Tufts  for their 

recent volunteer efforts to help 
beautify our agency and Camp 

Gannett.   
 

Volunteer groups are incredibly 
valuable to our agency  beautifi-
cation, planted flower and vege-

work went into beautify-
ing the grounds of 277 
Broadway and Camp 
Gannett. A huge under-
taking of painting cabins 
and murals, building 
picnic benches, and 
cleaning up the camp 

site and waterfront  

areas. 

1916 Club Alumni Event  

Sign Language & Snakes!  

Corporate Volunteer Days  

It was a great day of sharing camp memories with old friends.  

After School kids 

Playtime in the Infant Toddler 
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EPH in providing food assis-
tance to a number of families in 

our community.   
 

Please join us on November 
23rd and 24th for the EPH an-
nual food drive!  With your help 

we will continue to support the 

The Emergency Food Pantry 
pilot program planning is under-
way and weôre getting ready to 
open our doors to families in 

need. 
 

As of today, we are lucky to 
have  12 families (over 50 peo-
ple) who have applied and will 
be coming through our doors 
twice monthly on a regular 

basis. 
 

We will be working with local 
grocers as well as the Greater 
Boston Food Bank to provide 
a steady food supply for these 

families.   
 

The generous $25,000 dona-
tion from Ronald McDonald 
House Foundation will assist 

ongoing financial and operational 

needs of the pantry. 
 

If anyone is interested in helping 
through fundraising, volunteer work 
or other activities please contact 
Maura Vogel, Director of Develop-
ment & Marketing to find out how you 

can help!  

mvogel@elizabethpeabodyhouse.org   

EPH Food Pantry Opening!  

Please help EPH feed hungry youth & families!  

275 Broadway 
Somerville, MA 02145 

 
 

Phone: 617-623-5510 
Fax: 617-623-5515 

E-mail: info@elizabethpeabodyhouse.org 

  

El izabe th 
Peabody House  
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www.elizabethpeabodyhouse.org  

 


